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CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 19178 


E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: CVIS, SREF, UR, US (OVSEPYAN, ELIZA) 

SUBJECT: EMBASSY REPRESENTATION TO MFA RE WALK-IN: 
ELIZA OVSEPYAN 

REFS: (A) MOSCOW 19006, (B) MOSCOW 18971 

1 . CONSULAR COUNSELOR CALLED ON MFA CONSULAR 
ADMINISTRATION DEPUTY CHIEF, I. M. GOROKHOV, 

AUGUST 1 1 AND MADE REPRESENTATION ON BEHALF OF 
MRS. ELIZA OVSEPYAN AND FAMILY. COUNSELOR POINTED 
OUT THAT OVSEPYANS ARE SEEKING TO JOIN HER SISTER, 

MRS. AZALOUIE HOVSEPIAN (PARA 3, REFTEL B) AND 
WIDOWED MOTHER, BUT THAT YEREVAN HAS TWICE REFUSED 
EXIT PERMISSION. HE REQUESTED GOROKHOV TO INTERCEDE 
WITH YEREVAN OVIR AND IN VIEW OF HUMANITARIAN 
ASPECTS, TO SEEK EARLY AND POSITIVE ACTION ON 

EXIT VISA APPLICATION. COUNSELOR THEN HANDED 
GOROKHOV NON-PAPER CONTAINING POINTS MADE DURING 
ORAL PRESENTATION. (COPY POUCHED TO DEPARTMENT) 

2. AFTER HANDING NON-PAPER, COUNSELOR POINTED 
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OUT THAT MRS. OVSEPYAN CAME TO CONSULAR SECTION 
REGARDING EMIGRATION PROCEDURES EVENING AUGUST 10 
IN OBVIOUSLY DISTRAUGHT CONDITION WITH HER TWO 
CHILDREN AND REMAINED OVERNIGHT. HE NOTED THAT 
SHE APPEARS TO BE SIMPLE WOMAN AND THAT HER 
ACTIONS ARE CLEARLY NOT POLITICALLY MOTIVATED. 
COUNSELOR STATED THAT EMBASSY IS TRYING TO 
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PERSUADE HER TO LEAVE, BUT THAT IT WOULD 
OBVIOUSLY BE HELPFUL IN THIS REGARD IF WE COULD 
CONVEY POSITIVE MESSAGE FROM MINISTRY, PREFERABLY 
TODAY. 

3. GOROKHOV REPLIED THAT HE WOULD ASK YEREVAN 
OVIR TO REVIEW CASE BUT THAT THIS PROCESS NORMALLY 
TAKES SEVERAL WEEKS. GOROKHOV ASKED COUNSELOR 
THEREFORE TO CONVINCE HER TO LEAVE EMBASSY AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE. IN RESPONSE TO COUNSELOR S 
REQUEST FOR ASSURANCES THAT THERE WOULD BE NO 
REPRISALS AGAINST THIS SIMPLE WOMAN, GOROKHOV 
SMILED AND SAID THAT "OF COURSE THERE WOULD BE 

NO REPRISALS". 

4. MRS. OVSEPYAN'S HUSBAND CALLED EMBASSY FROM 
SOMEWHERE IN MOSCOW MORNING AUGUST 1 1 PRIOR TO 
CALL ON MFA DESCRIBED ABOVE. IN RESPONSE TO 
CONSOFFS REQUEST. HE ATTEMPTED TO PERSUADE 

HIS WIFE TO LEAVE BUT SHE HUNG UP ON HIM, TELLING 
CONSOFF SHE WOULD REMAIN IN EMBASSY "SIX MORE 
DAYS". 

5. EMBASSY WILL CONTINUE TO TRY TO PERSUADE 
MRS. OVSEPYAN TO LEAVE WITHOUT RESORT 

TO FORCE AND REPORT DEVELOPMENTS. TOON 
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